The nephritogenoside trisaccharide unit was synthesized under mild conditions using phenyl 1-thioglycopyranoside sulfoxides as glycosyl donors. In the coupling process neither thiophenyl nor trityl protecting groups are cleaved from the carbohydrate m oieties demonstrating the utility o f this method also for oligosaccharide block syntheses.
In spite o f considerable progress in the synthesis o f oligosaccharides has been achieved in recent years [1 -6] , efficient glycosylation o f unreactive hydroxyl groups still remains a significant prob lem [7] , So, the glycosyl halides, used for the com monly applied Koenigs-Knorr method have low thermal stability and are sensitive to hydrolysis, and glycosyl donors like glycosyl bromides or gly cosyl trichloroacetimidates with labile protecting groups, like e .g . trityl, are difficult to synthesize and do not allow coupling with such a protection.
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Recently the phenyl 1-thioglycopyranoside sulfox ide method, an efficient, rapid and under mild con ditions to perform glycosylation procedure for un reactive substances was described [7] , As this ap proach has so far not been applied for the synthesis o f polysaccharides, we want to dem on strate its utility using the nephritogenoside trisac charide unit Glc(t* 1-m5)G1c(/? 1->6)-Glc [8] as a test case.
The synthetic route to the trisaccharide is seen from Scheme I. Triflic anhydride (Tf20 ) and 2,6- 1 ,2,3,4 -T e tra -O -a c ety 1 -6 -0 -(-2 ,3 ,4-tri-O -pivaloyl-ß -D -g lu copyran osyl) -6 -0 -( 2 ,3 ,4 2.3.4 -T e tra -O -a c ety 1-6-( 2 ,3 ,4-tri-O - 
